Are we ignoring potential dangers of in vitro fertilization and related treatments?
By conventional assessments, in vitro fertilization (IVF) is one of the safest medical treatments. But producing new life brings immense responsibilities. Recently, there have been disquieting reports of foetal abnormality after these treatments and here we evaluate the potential risks associated with intracytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSI), embryo freezing and pre-implantation genetic diagnosis. In our opinion, before translating new techniques into practice, more research, particularly in animals,is desirable. In addition, better child follow-up and a fresh approach to regulation are also needed.